To examine the role of salivary or serum proteins, such as mucin, fibronectin and mannan-
binding protein, the effect of modified pellicles on candidal biofilm formation was investigated in the present study. Supplementation of saliva with FN had no significant effect on biofilm activity. In contrast, the activity of the biofilm formed on either the mucin-coated or FN-coated acrylic was significantly less than that of the control (p<0.01). These results suggest that salivary mucin or FN alone does not facilitate the biofilm formation of Candida.
In contrast, supplementation of serum with FN increased the biofilm activity of C. decreases the initial adherence of C. albicans to denture acrylic, whereas a serum pellicle promotes adherence (10,1 1).
Much recently, we suggested that fibronectin, mannan-binding protein, concanavalin-A binding materials should be involved in the fungal biofilm formation on saliva-or serumcoated acrylics (12). However, the role played by these proteins in biofilm formation is not still unclear. In addition, there is no data on the formation of biofilms by non-albicans species such as C. glabrata and C. tropicalis. Thus, the purpose of the present study was to investigate the role of components of saliva or serum proteins in the Candida biofilm formation on saliva-and serum-coated acrylic surfaces.
Candida albicans GDH18, C. glabrata GDH 1407 and C. tropicalis GDH 1362 were used in this study. All isolates were oral isolates obtained from the routine microbiology services of the Glasgow Dental Hospital and were identified by sugar assimilation test using the API 20C system (API Products, Biomeroux, Lyon, France) and "germ tube" test (13 In contrast, supplementation of serum with FN increased the biofilm activity of C. 
